Kia ora Filipe and Maria

November 23 2021

We are well on our way to enjoying summer on the Coast - longer, lazier days,
fragrant flowers, freshly cut lawns, beautiful clear night skies and more walks on
the beach.

We welcome Advent - the first season of the Church year, leading up to
Christmas and including the four preceding Sundays.
Monica Grimshaw, Chair of the Liturgy Committee

This is a time for us to prepare for the birth of
Jesus. As our churches are still closed at this
time, we are not able to celebrate fully in the
Advent Wreath tradition, so we are encouraging
families to make their own wreath at home and
start lighting it on the First Sunday of Advent
which is the 27/28 November.
At the start of the 11 am Zoom Mass on
the 28th November Father Raphael will
bless your wreaths.
They can be as simple as four candles arranged
on a plate or mat. Imagination is the key to this
family activity. The Holy Spirit will be there to
guide you as we prepare for the coming of Our
Blessed Lord.

Community and Beyond
We are continuing our “Community and Beyond” stories of kindness. Many of
these articles are in response to feedback from readers and those wanting to share,
or to know more about our people and their interests.

Loren O’Sullivan and
NPH - Our Little Brother's and Sister's Charity
It was a pleasure to share my
story at your Parish in February
2020 where I spoke about my
volunteer
experience
with
vulnerable children in Latin
America. Since returning from
Central America in 2015, I have
been spreading the word about
the Catholic organisation I
volunteered for, NPH (Nuestros
Pequeños Hermanos - Our Little
Brothers and Sisters)
I have been overwhelmed and humbled by the generosity of New Zealanders, in
particular, the Catholic community here in Auckland. Thank you!
Recently I came across some wonderful photos of my former students from NPH
Honduras. They are now in their early 20s and some of them have graduated from
university. Seeing these photos has brought me so much joy. I am so proud of
them.
Here’s a graduation photo of Regina. It doesn’t surprise me
that she has done so well. When she was just four years old
her dad took off, leaving her to care for her two younger
siblings and sick mother, Maria. When she was 10-years-old,
her mum’s health deteriorated due to multiple strokes.
NPH was made aware of the situation, resulting in Maria and
her children coming to live on the Ranch.
For the first time in her life, Regina could enjoy her
childhood and focus on her education. In her spare
time, she would seek out her family to check in on them.

Regina and her brother
when
they arrived at NPH

Her caring nature was also evident in my classroom. She was
a softly spoken leader, often telling her peers to respect
“Teacher Kiwi”. Looking back now at her time on the Ranch,
Regina reflects, “It helped me. It has opened new possibilities
for my future and I like that.” By 2017 Maria’s health had
greatly improved. She was able to move back to her village
along with her children. NPH wanted to make sure that the
children could continue their schooling without any financial
difficulties.
As such, Regina’s family were one of the first to enter our
OneFamily programme, which aims to reintegrate children
with their families.
For Maria, it was a huge relief knowing that her children
could count on NPH to help them finish their studies. In
Honduras, there is no sickness benefit or Government
support for single parents.

That’s why NPH’s community programmes are so important. Regina says, “NPH is
my second family. They will always be close to my heart.”
With a lot of hard work, Regina finished high school and set her sights on a career
in nursing. Her biggest inspiration came from the doctors and nurses she met
during her childhood. “I was responsible for my brother and sister. When they
were sick I had to go to the clinic. When my mother had to go to hospital for a
consultation, I was able to see the hospital environment. That inspired me
enormously,” Regina admits.
Regina’s dream has come true! She recently
graduated from university with a degree in
nursing. Our staff were so impressed by her dedication
and abilities that when she graduated, they were quick to
offer her a job at our surgery centre. As Christmas nears,
Regina has a lot to look forward to. This year she will buy
Christmas presents for her family with her first pay
cheque. For me, it has been a real blessing to grow the
NPH family here in NZ. I am now the Director of the NPH
NZ Charitable Trust. I would like to say a big thank you to
all our supporters in the Hibiscus Coast Parish (including
my parents, Marita and Martin O’Sullivan). All of you are
bringing the light of Christ into this world, helping transform the lives of children
like Regina.
To make a Christmas donation, sponsor a child or get involved in any
way, go to www.nph-nz.org or call Loren on 09 216 0635

Sisters of Compassion
By Joanne Wilson
The Sisters
of Compassion,
(Daughters of Our Lady of
Compassion), was founded by
Suzanne Aubert at Jerusalem Hiruhārama on the Whanganui
River in 1892.
For over a century, the Sisters have
taught, nursed, and provided
homes for children, the sick, and
the elderly in NZ and the South
Pacific. The Sisters are committed
to delivering 'compassionate care'
by providing meals, food, and basic
needs to those who have very little,
caring for the elderly, and
providing individual and family
support. The Sisters and the staff
and
volunteers
provide
compassionate care from five main locations in New Zealand.
In the spring of 2020, our family were having a break in Ohakune. One morning
we decided we would head to Jerusalem to see the place on the Whanganui River
where Mother Suzanne Aubert and her religious Sisters established their Mission.
We set off on a day that was grey and pouring with rain. We passed through a
gorge and there were small slips on the road and a watery haze along the bushclad cliffs and the river. Passing little rural communities we finally came to the
settlement of Jerusalem. As soon as we arrived we knew that we had come to a
place with a very strong wairua. Nestling on a little hill stood St Joseph’s, the little
Church that had been built sometime before.
Close by was the Convent and a home for the caretaker. We were able to enter the
Convent and look at where Mother Aubert and her Sister had worked all those
years before with children (including many Maori) who needed to be cared for and
to have somewhere to live. The Convent was very clean and tidy with lots of
pictures on the walls of earlier times. There was a dormitory with beds, including
cots and cribs. The Chapel downstairs was modest and simple.
We entered the Church and found it to have a “presence” which drew us towards
prayer and contemplation. Outside there was a walkway with lovely shrubs and
pathways called “Mary’s Way”. It was raining so hard it was difficult to see into the
distance. We drove down to where the small Maori community was on the flat. No
one was about, due to the rain I guess. The whole place had a special feel about it.
We wanted to contribute for the leak to be fixed in the kitchen. We knew that
Jerusalem and the Convent would continue to be a place for retreats to take place.
If you are able to visit and have read about the Venerable Suzanne Aubert and her
amazing work, you will imagine as we did, about the thriving ministry to the poor
and vulnerable that occurred in this very place, with constant cargo on the river
and the beautiful community called Hiruharama!

“The expression of kindness,
opens hope to hearts of those
who suffer. Let your soul be in
your eyes when you are listening
to any tale of sorrow”
Suzanne Aubert

THE SYNOD

Chris Wilson - PPC Chair
By now everybody will be getting used to
the word “Synod”. It is a word which has
been chosen by our Pope Francis to
encourage us as the Body of Christ, to
engage in conversations with each other
and with other Faith communities in
relation to how we have been observing
our Catholic Faith and how we might do
things differently in future.
It has been said that in this regard, the
Church is listening. But also we
individually are listening to each other in
the process of thinking and praying about
our Faith and, as well, we are also
listening to others outside our Faith.
What I found personally, is that when first embarking on this Synodal journey I
was often inclined to think about all the things that could be different in our
Church in the future. But, as I thought about these ideas more, I came to also
think about those things that we have always traditionally done in our Church that
have great value and meaning for me. We need to talk about those aspects too.
We now have until April next year for this Synodal process. I would encourage us
all to first think about it, pray about it and let this process mature within us and in
our discussions with others because, in letting that further reflection happen, I feel
sure that when we are at the point of reporting back to Pope Francis and to our
Bishops, we will have a more rounded and considered appreciation of what the
Holy Spirit is leading us to do for the future of our Catholic Faith.
Synod Resources: Recent Newsletter:
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/synod/synod-newsletter/
The Process (handout)
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Synodprocess-simple-handout-1.pdf

Bible Study Group
About us
We are just regular adult
members of the church who have
a thirst to learn more about our
Catholic Faith through the bible.
It’s a great way to reach out to
other Catholics, grow your faith
and establish new friendships.
Group Bible study can be a place
to celebrate life’s victories, get
prayer support, be encouraged in tough times, and keep ourselves accountable in
our personal growth.
Why Study the Bible?
When we study the Bible, we slow down, and we think things
through. We ask questions, we share, we learn from each
other, and we search out the meaning. The more we learn
about Jesus, the more our lives become transformed! Jesus
Himself preached: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel!" (Mark
1:15).

Louis de Fleuriot

Come and join us!

When do we meet? Once a week online on a Monday night, from 7:30 pm to
8:30 pm.
Sounds like you? Drop us a txt on 0272748600 anytime or an email
louis.defleuriot@gmail.com.

Science and Religion
One Man’s Perspective

By Parishioner Terry McCarthy

Terry spent forty years in academia- and as many years with his wife Stephany
as Ministers of the Eucharist, the Word and as Choir members at different
parishes. He was Parish Chairperson for 15 years in Sth Africa, and also served
on many professional, sporting and school committees.
Terry was the founding Professor of
Pharmacy at the Western Cape and Nelson
Mandela Universities and has doctorates
in the chemistry of Aloes and in
Antimicrobial Preservatives. In his spare
time, he wrote the music scores for 15
staged musicals, to raise funds for charities
and teaching institutions.
Terry and Stephany McCarthy

For many years, science and religion seem to have been at loggerheads.
Fortunately, advances in astrophysics and other fields like genetics have decreased
the number of atheistic scientists considerably. But even among theists, the
concept of a Triune God (three in one) has caused great dissension. Perhaps the
terminology of three “persons” in God hasn’t helped --- modern language equates
persons with people, not “personae.”
Having spent nearly forty years teaching pharmaceutical science, I suppose I can
be classified under the theistic scientists. Some years back I noticed a saying by
Albert Einstein: “Science without religion is lame; religion without science is
blind”.
Since then I have looked for ways to marry the two: a two-span bridge, each span
from the opposite shore over the large river of ignorance of God, that exists in the
world.
Even with my rather limited knowledge of the Pure as opposed to the Applied
Sciences, I was surprised at how many “trinities” there seem to be in the various
fields of science. Water is an often quoted example. Not only is it made up of three
atoms (H-O-H), but it can exist in three forms: as solid ice, as liquid water or as
gaseous water vapour.
In the field of Sound there is the simple, but effective, Chord of music. When we
hear for example, the chord of C in a hymn (C-E-G), we all sing the C, but the
sound is enriched by the E and G. Which reminds me of Jesus’ words ---“I come
from the Father, who is greater than I”. The Creator is enriched by the Saviour and
the Paraclete.
We all know the rainbow, and can count it’s seven colours (red, orange, yellow,
green, blue, indigo and violet). These are made up from the Three prime colours
(red, yellow, blue). A lovely experiment is to paint these seven colours of the
rainbow in equal slices onto a round disc of cardboard ---and then spin the
wheel— the kids’ eyes pop out when it turns white! White light is composed of
Three prime colours, another trinity.
I used to think that the atom, with its proton, neutron and electron was a great
example of a trinity, but modern physics has revealed so many other small
particles! Can we cheat, and call this “a heavenly host”?
My ‘Physics 1’ happened 70 years ago! Would amp/volt/ohm classify?
More importantly, have you any ideas?

Teddy Bears’ Picnic in Stanmore Bay
Words Joanne Wilson - Photos Cathy Allen

Mary-Therese Caldwell (Comms
Team and Telephone Ministry) was
wanting to do something creative, kind
and fun during Lockdown.
She gathered some Teddies together
and with a gingham cloth, made a
picnic at the front of her house near her
letterbox! People who walked past were
enchanted. Messages were sent back to
Mary-Therese from delighted families,
and others left messages of kindness
and gratitude.

Other people’s bears and dolls wanting to join the picnic have been added
regularly.
Mary-Therese felt it was a way to give something to her Community in these
arduous times! She said she just needs to watch the rain as she doesn’t want wet
bears!
Mary-Therese maintains there are lonely and sometimes bewildered people out
there and a Teddy bears’ picnic brings a smile to peoples’ faces!
Thanks for sharing Mary-Therese!

Canathon 5000

We have just 298 cans to go to reach
our Milestone of 5000 cans donated.
This is a result we can all be very proud
of. If you’d like to help reach our final
target please leave your cans at the
church office door or text/phone Louis
for a pickup at 0272748600 or email
louis.defleuriot@gmail.com. You
can also donate directly into the church
bank account 02-0100-0120966-017
using the reference Canathon.
Thank you for your support.

Care & Share Christmas Gift Card Appeal

It is a Christmas tradition in our parish to support families in need, Women’s
Refuge and Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Trust by providing food
hampers.
Due to Covid restrictions, we plan to do things a little differently this year and
provide Countdown gift cards to families so they are able to purchase food and
items that will brighten their Christmas.
We understand that 2021 has been a tough year for us all. If you are in a position
to offer support to these families we are appealing for funds so we can purchase
$50/$100 gift cards and distribute them.
You may support this appeal by making a donation to the Hibiscus Coast Parish
bank account #02 0100 0120966 017 using your name, gift card and your planned
giving number (if you have one) as reference.
If you know of any families in difficult circumstances please email
their details to Theresa: hbcparish@xtra.co.nz

Hibiscus Coast Parish Zoom Mass
Fr Raphael invites all to join in our zoom Parish Mass every day.
Monday to Saturday 9:30 am and Sundays at 11 am:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88652662763
pwd=VnZEYngxb2VyRWUxbHdkRGpBcXNmQT09
Meeting ID: 886 5266 2763 Passcode: Mass

Hibiscus Coast Liturgy
If you would like to participate in a shared community liturgy at 9 am on Sunday
mornings, email Ann McConachy amcconachy@outlook.com or Catherine
Birt crbirt@gmail.com and they will send you a link to this zoom liturgy.

Click on the pictures below and check out our
Parish Facebook pages!!!!
Hibiscus Coast
Catholic Parish
&
Hibiscus Coast
Parish Youth
COMING SOON
Business Goods and Services Directory
Soon we will be asking for your help to collate a Business Goods and
Service Directory of businesses owned and operated by parishioners.
We want to illustrate all the great businesses parish folk operate. We aim to make
these businesses more visible in these challenging times, and make it easier for
you to choose to support them.
If you own or operate a business locally, and you would like to share what you do,
please watch out for the Business Goods and Services Directory FORM.
Complete it, and email it back to us asap. OR Email Cathy Allen for the Form
callen@allens.co.nz

Bereavement
Condolences to Glenys Ferguson (Reader and
Telephone Ministry) and family, on the death of
her husband David.
May he rest in peace.

Thoughts from Father Raphael
As November comes to a close, let us remember Christ the King

Thank you for your kindnesses, your understanding, and for your
prayers and good deeds, until we see you next.
Father Raphael Lobo, your PPC team, and supporters.
To correct or update your email details and any changed phone number and address please
email us your new details to hbcparishcomms@gmail.com

